VISIT TO BERLIN
Director of the " Reichsanstalt ", an institution for research in physics which had been founded by Werner Siemens at the suggestion of Helmholtz. It was the first of the laboratories of the type of the National Physical Laboratory at Teddington in England, or the Bureau of Standards at Washington, intended for researches which cannot conveniently be made in laboratories in universities, such as those which have to be extended over long periods, or which require very elaborate or expensive apparatus, or whose interest is mainly in their technical application, or for the comparison of different standards of physical quantities such as the ohm. Von Helmholtz was the first Director of the Reichsanstalt at Berlin and Professor Warburg was his successor.
The Commemoration began on the afternoon of Monday, October 10, with a religious service in the Dom Kirche. The music was magnificent but the building itself very disappointing.
The reception of the delegates on Tuesday was a very striking scene. The delegates in their academic robes of all colours were in the centre of the room, framed by the members of the various student corps in their uniforms, standing against the walls. There were several speeches and the proceedings closed with the singing of Gaudeamus igitur. In the afternoon at 3 o'clock there was a banquet to about 600 guests. Bethmann Hollweg (the Chancellor) was in the chair, with a prince on either side. After he had made a short speech, the loving-cup was passed round. He just took a sip and handed it to one of the princes, who treated it in quite another fashion. He threw his head back and drank and drank until it seemed as if he would never stop. At last he did, and then, holding the cup over the table, turned it upside down, and not a drop fell out. 203